
Writing Wizards
Thurber House Presents:

Where students learn to...

Write   Discover   Create
Writing Wizards 2018

Adventures in Poetry
with Valerie Cumming
10:00 - 11:30 am

2/3 Graders

How to Find Us: All classes 
are held in the Thurber Center, 
91 Jefferson Avenue. (Jefferson 
Avenue is one block west of 
where I-71 intersects with East 
Broad Street.)
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THURBER HOUSE

Where laughter, learning and literature meet

© R.T.

www.thurberhouse.org

This is not your grandma’s poetry class! We’ll learn 
about Sausage Poems and Umbrellaphants, take a 
Poetry Hike, and more, all while putting together a 
collection of our own original poems to take home on 
the last day of class. 

Valerie Cumming is a freelance writer who has 
taught classes at Thurber House for fifteen years.

Animal Tales
with Andra Gillum
12:30 - 2:00 pm
Kids love animals and Wizards love writing.  This 
class combines them both for a ton of furry fun!  We’ll 
compose stories, poems, tall tales and even opinion 
writing all about animals.  We’ll also sprinkle in some 
fun games, musical animals, and animal charades.

Andra Gillum is the author of the children’s book 
series, Doggy Drama. She also writes a periodic 
column for the Columbus Dispatch.

The temperatures 
are dropping and that 
means one thing, 
Writing Wizards! We 
have new topics, 
teachers, and even 
more ways to stretch 
your imagination to 
reach new heights. 
From cartooning to 

poetry and even Steampunk, you don’t want to 
miss out this winter! Check out our classes and 
register today.

Writing Wizards workshops, for 2nd-8th grade 
students, will meet each Saturday from February 
10 through March 10, 2018, and are limited to 15 
students per workshop. Enrollment is on a first-come, 
first-served basis and the deadline for registration 
is Friday, January 26th.



Put it in writing!

Refund Policy:  Full tuition, minus the $10 registration fee, 
will be refunded only if a class is full or if Thurber House 

cancels a class. Tuition is 50% refundable for 
cancellations received by January 26.

After January 26 no refunds will be given.

Write Your Book!
with Jody Casella
10:00 a.m. - Noon

6/7/8 Graders

Stoked About Steampunk
with Kathy Matthews and Dan Mushalko
1:00 - 3:00 p.m.

A Travel in Time
with Cindy Thomson
1o:00 a.m. - Noon

4/5 Graders

Cartooning 101
with Ginny Baughman

1:00 - 3:00 p.m.

Who says all stories 
have to be present 
day? You will create 
a time traveler who 
jumps from today to the 
time of the Pilgrims or 
even The Civil War. Or 
create a character from the past and send him/her 
to the present day. We will use our imaginations 
to write stories and explore all the craziness that 
could happen!

Cindy Thomson is the author of eight books. She 
also writes genealogy articles, and short stories 
for Clubhouse Magazine.

Did you know that 
cartooning is essentially 
telling stories with 
pictures? In this class, 
you will get to try your 
hand at flip books, 
cartoon strips, and 
even making your own 

graphic novel. No drawing experience needed, 
you just need your imagination.

Ginny Baughman is a local artist and teacher 
whose art can be found in murals around Columbus.

We all have a story we are eager to tell… but how 
do we begin? How do we keep writing when we’ve 
hit a wall? If you are looking to get that book that is 
stuck in your head, down on paper, this is the class 
for you. There will be tons of tips and activities for 
you to get from beginning to The End!

Jody Casella is a Young Adult author and a teacher 
of writing and revision classes all ages.

Imagine a world where men wear top hats, women 
wear long dresses and gloves, airships float 
above the towers, and computers are powered 
by steam. That’s Steampunk – the imaginative 
intersection where fantasy, science fiction, and 
history meet. Join us for this very interactive 
writing workshop that just might have you role 
playing your character, too.  

Kathy Matthews is a freelance writer and 
Dan Mushalko is operations manager at WCBE 
radio. They’ve been teaching creative writing 
workshops together for years.



Thurber House Writing Wizards Registration

___ Adventures in Poetry (2/3 graders; 10:00 - 11:30 a.m.)  $100

___ Animal Tales (2/3 graders; 12:30 - 2:00 p.m.)  $100

___ A Travel in Time (4/5 graders; 10:00 a.m. - Noon)  $110

___ Cartooning 101 (4/5 graders; 1:00 - 3:00 p.m.)  $110

___ Write Your Book! (6/7/8 graders; 10:00 a.m. - Noon)  $110

___ Stoked About Steampunk (6/7/8 graders; 1:00 - 3:00 p.m.)  $110

Please select one 5-week workshop, held February 10 through March 10.

If paying by credit card, you may fax the registration form to (614) 280-3645. Registration may also be 
submitted through our website, www.thurberhouse.org. You can also mail the form to Thurber House Writing 
Wizards, 77 Jefferson Ave., Columbus, OH 43215. Completed registration form and payment must be received 
at Thurber House no later than Friday, January 26. 

Please note: Prices above include a $10 non-refundable registration fee. 

Enrollment is on a first-come, first-served basis. Classes fill quickly, so get your registration in as early as possible. Full payment 
must be received to confirm each registration. A check returned by the bank cancels registration.

Refund Policy: Full tuition, minus the $10 registration fee, will be returned only if a class is full or if Thurber House cancels a 
class. Tuition is 50% refundable for cancellations received by January 26. After January 26 no refunds will be given.

Student’s Name: ______________________________________________________________________  Gender: _________

Address: _________________________________________________________  City, State, Zip: _______________________

School: ____________________________________________________________  Current Grade: _____________________

Guardian: _______________________________________________________________________________________

Phone: _____________________________________________  Email: ___________________________________________

Emergency Contact: _______________________________________   Phone: _____________________________________

We occasionally take photos to use on future brochures, website,and social media. We do not use children’s names. 
Do you permit your child to be photographed?   ___ Yes ___ No

SPECIAL NEEDS
We encourage the involvement of children with special needs and do our best to ensure that students with mobility challenges 
are accommodated.  Please let us know of any special needs when you register so we can prepare prior to the start of the Writing 
Wizards program. 

PAYMENT METHOD

TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED: _____________________ (Add a one-time $1.50 processing fee if paying with a credit card)

___ Check, payable to Thurber House

___ Visa/Mastercard/Discover #: __________________________________________________  Exp. Date: ________________

Signature of Cardholder: ________________________________________________________

SCHOLARSHIP INFORMATION
Scholarships are generously provided in memory of the following Thurber House volunteers: Babette Lazarus Sirak, Norm & 
Ruth Spain, and Janet Hammock. SEE REVERSE SIDE FOR HOW TO APPLY.
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THURBER HOUSE

Where laughter, learning and literature meet

© R.T.

77 Jefferson Avenue
Columbus, OH 43215
www.thurberhouse.org

Listed on the National Register of Historic Places, Thurber House is a literary center and 
museum housed in the historic home of humorist, author, and New Yorker cartoonist 
James Thurber. Our mission is to celebrate the written word for the education and 
entertainment of the broadest possible audience and to continue James Thurber’s legacy.

Thanks also to the Ohio Arts Council, the Greater Columbus Arts Council, and the Harry J. and 
Marion A. Schreiner, Newton A. and Eleanor Thompson Brokaw Unrestricted, and Elizabeth 
Shedd Mykrantz Family funds of The Columbus Foundation for their ongoing support. 

THURBER HOUSE IS NOT ASSOCIATED WITH ANY SCHOOL DISTRICT.

Special thanks to Rosemary Thurber for permission to use the James Thurber drawings 
(© 1945 James Thurber). All photos © Thurber House.

Thurber House Writing Wizards is a seasonal bulletin for the children’s educational 
programs of Thurber House, 77 Jefferson Ave., Columbus OH 43215.

Volume 28/Winter 2018O u r  G e n e r o u s  S p o n s o r s

Financial Scholarships Available
We have a limited number of 
scholarships available on a first-
come, first-served basis.  Full 
scholarships require verification of 
enrollment in a free school lunch 
program or a letter from a school 
official stating financial need and 
the $10 non-refundable registration 
fee.  Partial scholarships require 
verification of enrollment in a 
reduced school lunch program or a 
letter from a school official stating the 
need for partial financial assistance, 
and payment of half the tuition plus 
the $10 non-refundable registration 
fee ($60 for grades 2-3, $65 for 
grades 4-8).  Applications and fees 
must be received by Friday, January 
19th and scholarship recipients will 
be notified by Friday, January 26th.


